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Return Service Requested 

            
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
  September 1 - Lodge meeting 
  September 15 - Lodge meeting/Initiation 
  September 17 - “Red Hacker” B-Ball Tourney 
  September 24 - Youth Skating Party - Roller rink 
 
BIRTHDAY?  ANNIVERSARY? WEDDING?  RETIREMENT?  Need a place to hold your special event? 
 
CONTACT THE LODGE AT (231) 796-5451 to reserve the Lodge facilities for your special event!!! 
Your help would be appreciated. 
 
 Rental Rates & Deposit:  Lodge Members is $75.00  + $100.00 refundable fee for cleaning.  

                Sound System Available 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Big Rapids, MI 
Permit No. 42 

LODGE OFFICERS 
2011 – 2012 

 
EXALTED RULER   LEADING KNIGHT 
Lynn Cook  Paul DesNoyers 
LOYAL KNIGHT  LECTURING KNIGHT 
Laura Dean-Bonnell Nicholas Czinder 
ESQUIRE  CHAPLAIN 
Chad Currie  (vacant) 
INNER GUARD  TILER 
Charlie Siegert  Nick Kaye 
SECRETARY  TREASURER 
Carl Boroff  Will Iltis 
 
TRUSTEES  GOVERNING BODY 
Jim Lindsey– 5 year  Four Elected Chair Officers 
Tom Mackowiak– 4 year  and Board of Trustees 
Joyce Sonntag– 3 year 
Susan Johnson– 2 year 
Dan Wanink– 1 year 
   

LODGE MEETINGS 
 

7:30 pm on the first and third Thursday of each month 
except July & August meetings for the first Thursday.  
 
The Club Room of the Lodge is open at 4:30 pm 
Wednesday, Thursday, & Fridays. On Saturday, Club 
Room opens at 3 pm. Closed Monday & Tuesday,  
 

GUESTS & VISITORS 
 

All guests must be accompanied by a member, and they 
must be signed in.  
 
Visiting Members are asked to display their membership 
card. 



Exalted Ruler’s Message: 
 
The summer is winding down, kids will be back in school and your ER has completed most of his summer 
travel requirements and should be around the Lodge more often now. July and August were busy months and  
I sincerely thank all who stepped up and worked on behalf of their Lodge. 
 
My appreciation ids extended to Dan Wanink, Trustee, and his entire crew who managed the refreshment tent  
during this years Mecosta County Fair. Well done Dan and crew. My appreciation is further extended to Chad, 
Sue, Joyce, John, Roger, Sunny 97 and the Mecosta County Sheriff’s Posse for the wonderful outdoor event 
held on July 28th. A special thanks goes to Tom Langley, PER, who again allowed the use of his residence 
on Clear Lake as the site for the family picnic. Thanks, Tom, we all appreciate your generosity. 
 
Fish fry’s will be returning with a new twist and a new menu. They will start the 9th or 16th of September. 
Changes are being discussed and will be finalized prior to the first fish fry. Keep watching the bulletin. 
 
Events are being planned for the rest of the Lodge year and will be posted in the club room and or listed in 
the newsletter. It is shaping up to be a fun packed year. 
 
Respectfully, 
Lynn V. Cook, ER 
 
 

September Birthdays (members & spouses) and Anniversaries 
 

 Birthday  - Member     Birthday -  Spouse 
 
 Day: Member:     Day:  Spouse: 
 
   2 Brad DesNoyers        1  Carmen Currie  
  Kim Wells         8  Helen Rouman 
   3 William Scheible      11  Sally A. Nester 
   4 George W. Lobdell      12  Carolyn Chipman 
   5 Kraig Snyder         Susan Howting 
   6 Robert J. Brandle      14  Mary Kay Weipert 
 Joshua Smith-Hanen     21    Joan Boroff 
   9 Joseph Wekenman        Dee Hall 
 11 Dan Hatchew 
 Tommy Oliver H. Thompson 
 12 Sara Mitchell  
 15 John R. Carney 
 17 Robert G. Graham Jr. 
 18 Nicole Leyder 
 19 Ken Colin 
 20 Robert Degreen Jr. 
 21 Donald A. Grant 
 24 John Chaput 
  Paul Jefts 
 28 Kurt Dubowski 
 30 Grant Blakely 
 Fred Iltis 
    

2011 Elks National Foundation 
Promise Grant 

 
Your Lodge applied for and received a $ 2,000.00 
grant from ENF to host a youth activity event. 
 
This grant will be used to host the middle school 
students from the MOISD school districts to a roller 
skating / pizza party on September 24th from 12 
noon to 5:00 p.m. 
 
If you are available, come down and see first hand 
our future leaders interacting with each other and 
having a blast. 



Anniversaries 
 

  03 Donald and Carol Semeyn   15  Greg and Marjorie Johnson 
  05 James and Mary Emerich   17  Tim and Karen Hahn 
   Sara and Paul Mitchell   20  Thomas and Sally A. Nester 
  06 James and Linda Fessler     Richard and Bunnie Rau 
   Keith and Elaine White     Gary and Patti Sole 
  12 Robert and Ruth Degreen Jr.  22  Tommy Oliver and Marian Thompson 
  13 Loren and Doris Godbold   26  James and Phyllis Lindsey 
  14 Chris and Stacy Manor       

 
Propositions For Membership 

  PERSON:       PROPOSED BY: 
  Kelli Baker       Julie Strohkirch 
  Brian Thiede (Chief Ass’t Prosecutor)   Paul DesNoyers 
 

Propositions For Re-instatement 
  Dennis Karnitz  (retired)     Paul DesNoyers 
  John Bloomquist  (retired)     Paul DesNoyers 
 

 GER Message: Teamwork is key to organizations’ success 
A Message from the Grand Exalted Ruler Hon. David R. Carr 
 
 Most organizations recognize good leadership as the key to success with teamwork being the primary 
contributor to that success. It is important that the Exalted Ruler, as Lodge leader, listens and constructively 
responds to points of view expressed by others, gives others the benefit of the doubt, supports those Officers 
and committees who need it, and recognizes those Officers and Members who “Give from the Heart” by 
volunteering on behalf of their Lodges. 
  
 The Exalted Ruler alone cannot do everything necessary to ensure Lodge or program success. A 
team melds together the skills, experiences and insights of several Members. It is important that every Lodge 
Officer and program coordinator attends District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Clinics. Officers and Members 
can become better acquainted with Grand Lodge programs by attending these clinics and using the Grand 
Lodge manuals and materials. 
 
 Lodges conducting successful programs enhance pride in their Members. Pride is contagious and will 
result in fewer Members dropping out and creating an interest in others to become a part of your Lodge. 
 
 Many Members are unable to attend Lodge meetings or other activities for various reasons. They rely 
on the Lodge bulletin as their primary source of communication, and it is important to include something in 
each edition that will make them proud Elks. A photo of a child, veteran or disabled person being assisted by 
your Lodge can help to generate that pride. 
 
 With our school-year now under way, I hope your Lodge has joined our national effort to “give the gift 
of words” to elementary students. The Dictionary Project has received praise from students, teachers and 
staff nationwide. Our Members likewise support this program, which targets third-grade students who are just 
beginning to learn to use a dictionary. 
 
 Next month is Elks National Foundation Month. I encourage every Lodge to schedule a function that 
will help you increase your Lodge per capita. The more we give, the more we receive for our charitable 
programs. 
 

Thank you for Caring and Sharing.  



Grand Lodge  Membership Committee Message: Membership program aims for zero delinquents 
by CHARLES W. LESTER, Committee Chairman 
 
A new Zero Delinquents program has been launched. Local Lodges should tackle the delinquency problem in their 
Lodges now. You still have time to retain your current Members who have not paid their dues. 
 
The Zero Delinquents program is to augment the Plus 1 membership program. Now would be a good time to initiate face
-to-face contact with the Members who have not paid their dues. Please remember that these are Members who have an 
obligation to the Lodge for their dues by April 1. After April 1 they are delinquent. Have someone in the Lodge make a 
friendly house call on these individuals and ask them the big question, “Can I get a check for your Lodge dues?” 
 
Please remember that these Members are our friends. Be nice to them. If they say they cannot pay their dues at this 
time, ask them if they can see their way clear to pay only ½ year’s dues and then, before October 1, consider paying the 
remainder of the year. Explain that the Lodges need their help to continue their many good works within the community 
and nationwide. If you can convince the delinquent Members that the Lodge needs them and wants them they will 
probably stay. Everyone wants to feel needed. 
 
Now, if delinquent Members do not desire to pay their dues, give them something. We do not want to go away with the 
delinquent Member unhappy with us. They are still Members and our friends. Give them a “Flag decal” and ask them to 
advertise for the Elks. Give them an Elks (Drug Awareness) seat belt cutter, for example. Tell them we hope they never 
have to use it but if they do, it is from an Elks program. The Lodge may have something else that can be used in this 
case. 
 
If the delinquent Member does pay his or her dues, encourage the person to come to the next Lodge meeting, dinner or 
social function. If they hesitate to come to a dinner, offer to pay for it and possibly get the Lodge to reimburse you. Try to 
get the Members involved in a Lodge activity. An active Member is one who does feel wanted and needed. 
 
If you or your Lodge has not seen the Zero Delinquents program, please contact your Grand Lodge Membership 
Committee representative of your area.  

Ticket Request Form: 
Name:     

____________________________
____________________________
______ 

Address:  
____________________________
____________________________
______ 

 

 

SUNBURST MEMORIALS 

MONUMENTAL SALES, INC 
 

CHAD LACROSS 
C: 231-679-4287 

www.sunburstgranites.com 
 

“HANDCRAFTED  -  SATISFACTION GUARANTIED” 

THANK’S CREW  
 
Once again our Elks lodge ran the Adult Beverage Tent at the Mecosta County Fair for a lodge fundraiser.  This year we 
did a larger volume of business and had very minimal problems thanks to our outstanding volunteers!!! We were compli-
mented by the fair board that we continue to do a nice job of keeping everything under control and organized.   The vol-
unteers that helped put forth a great effort and worked extremely hard to keep everything going smoothly.  All and all we 
had a great time and I certainly appreciate everyone’s help.  I would like to thank the following people for their help in set
-up, clean-up, ticket sales, I.D. checkers, and beverage distribution.  So a big huge thank you goes out to Greg John-
son, Sue Johnson, Ken Clark, Tom and Steve Stellard, John and Joyce Sonntag, Julie Strohkirch, Jim and Troy 
Lindsey,  Karen Hahn, Brian Thiede, Roger Harrison, Tom Langley and Judy, Coleen and Greg Olson, Karen 
Lerew, Tom Mackowiak, Dave Krug, Adam Currie, Mackenzie Peterson, Aaron and Jill Colley, and Carl Boroff. 

Please be sure to thank these volunteers for giving their time to help support our lodge.  I look forward to 
having this great team of volunteers next year and a few more new faces to help spread the workload out.  Again thank 
you to the great crew for all of your help.  You did an outstanding job!!! 
 

Sincerely, Dan Wanink, 2011 Beer Tent Chair 



Sun Mon 

CLOSED 

Tue 

CLOSED 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Wii Bowling 

Board 
6:30p.m. 

Lodge 7:30  
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

LABOR 
 

DAY 

6 7 
Burger Night 
Pool 

8 
Wii Bowling 
 

DINNER 
 

TACO 
BUFFET 

9 
Fish Fry 

6 - 8 p.m. 
 

PER’s 
 

10 

11 12 13 14 
Burger Night 
Pool 

15 
Wii Bowling 
Lodge 7:30 /
Initiation 

 
DINNER 
CHICKEN 

16 
Fish Fry 

6 - 8 p.m. 
 

Carl’s 
 

 

17 
RED HACK-
ER TOUR-

NEY 
Clubroom 
OPEN 

12n - 6pm 

18 19 20 21 
Burger Night 
Pool 

22 
 

 
 
 

 

23 
Fish Fry 

6 - 8 p.m. 
 

Trustees’ 

24 
 
YOUTH 
SKATING 
PARTY 

25 26 27 28 
 
Burger Night 
Pool 

29 
Wii Bowling 
 

DINNER 
 

SWISS 
STEAK 

30 
 

Fish Fry 
6 - 8 p.m. 

 
Ladies’ 

Oct 1 

September 2011September 2011September 2011September 2011    
Calendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of Events    



DAGGETT-GILBERT 
FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
Big Rapids, Michigan 49307 
Big Rapids (231) 796-3611 
Barryton (989) 382-5566 
Toll free: 1-800-330-7064 

www: daggettgilbertfuneralhome.com 

 


